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The Art of Carpet Weaving Uttarakhand, formerly Uttaranchal, is a state in the northern of India. It is often referred to as the “Land of the 
by Gods” due to the many holy Hindu temples and pilgrimage centers found throughout the state. Mainly known 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y. and for its natural beauty of the Himalayas and nearby place, the state is also well known for its Arts and Crafts than 
Divyadarshan C.S. any other state of the country. It has its own individuality in decorative temples, painting, jewelry making, wood 
NID Campus, Bengaluru carving, candle making, and also in the arts like dance and music. The famous crafts are cultural windows and 


doors, woolen rugs and carpet, copper utensils, bamboo baskets, and folk art like Aipan with the sole touch of the 
Uttarakhand art. 


Woolen carpets of Dharchula are characterized by their unique pile structure, vivid colors and bold patterns, 
highlighted both by the particular qualities of the high mountain sheep wool. The patterns, motives used are 
mainly drawn from the Tibetan and Buddhist vocabulary and others influenced by Chinese figurative arts like the 
dragon and the Great Wall of China. 
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Dharchula carpet in dragon motif woven with bright colors. 


D’source 3 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in © 


Design Resource 


Woolen Carpets - Dharchula 
The Art of Carpet Weaving 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y. and 
Divyadarshan C.S. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/woolen-car- 
pets-dharchula/introduction 


4 < Y 


Women artisans involved in carpet weaving. 
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Carpets are weaved in different sizes varying length. The carpet is weaved with bright and colorful threads 
depicting Tibetan motifs. 


D’source 4 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsour 


Design Resource 


Woolen Carpets - Dharchula 
The Art of Carpet Weaving 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y. and 
Divyadarshan C.S. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/woolen-car- 
pets-dharchula/introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Location Map 

3. Tools and Raw Materials 
4. Making Process 

5. Products 

6. Contact Details 


The structure of loom and work place. 
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The wool is purchased from Dehradun market. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The materials used to weave the woolen carpet is brought from Dehradun and Amritsar and sold in the local mar- 
ket. Artisans purchase the available materials and do the weaving at home. The traditional weaving loom is made 
of rose wood, but today artisans prefer metal looms. Other tools are locally manufactured and sold. The tools and 
materials used are: 

¢ Wool: The basic material for carpet weaving is the wool. 

* Cotton Thread: It is used as a foundation for the carpet. 

* Vertical Loom: It is used to weave the carpet. 

* Wooden Mallet: It is used to hammer the knots after every row is finished. 

¢ Punja: A fork like tool used to beat on the knots after every row is finished. 

* Knife: It is used to cut the woolen thread while weaving. 

¢ Long Pointed Scissors: It is used in trimming process. 


* Metal Rod: It is used to loop the woolen thread on it and later cut with scissor. 


¢ Fork Tool: This tool used to beat on the knots to settle them evenly on the preciously weaved layer. 


Sheep wool is used for making open pile carpets. Bamboo stick is used as fly shuttle in weaving process. 
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Vertical wooden weaving loom used to weave the Hammering is done to tighten and even the surface of 
carpet. carpet. 
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Metal rod on which woolen thread is looped while weaving. 
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Making Process 


Carpet weaving is an important source of income for the displaced Tibetan Community in Dharchula. Wool is 
traditionally bought from Dehradun. Small industries sell the dyed wool in the local market. Carpet weaving is 
mainly done by women artisans. 


Foundation of the carpet weaving is done by cotton thread. Two threads are spun together into one woolen ball. 
The rugs and carpet are woven in the Knotting System. It is woven on a vertical loom made of rose wood. Present 
time people prefer using weaving loom made of iron. The loom consists of two vertical poles that are fixed by a 
horizontal base for loom rigidity. The woolen yarn is loomed with two warp thread with the help of a weaving rod 
from one end to another. 


Once a row is completed the rod is hammered to tight against the row below. The weaver then cuts along the rod 
with a pair of pointed scissors or a cutter, cutting open the pile. The threads are trimmed simultaneously after 
each row is weaved. The rod is removed and the row is beaten down with a fork like tool known as panja against 
the previous row and continued weaving. The weaver follows the weaving map and graph to ensure accurate 
shape, size and design of the carpet. Tibetan motifs are used as design and weaved on the carpet. 


Vibrant colored woolen threads are used to make the carpet look attractive. It takes months to complete one car- 
pet weaving. Once the weaving is complete the carpet is washed with detergent and dried in the sun. The carpet 
is stretched on all side and is tied over a metal frame for about a day to insure to its proper shape and size. The 
finished rug is now ready for packing. 
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Yarn is tied to weaving rod with warp thread from one 
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Vertical loom is used for weaving carpet. Vibrant colors are used for design patterns. 
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Multi-color threads are used to create design patterns. 
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Bamboo stick is being placed, for the warp threads to 
avoid contact between the threads. 
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Punja (fork like tool) is used to beat woven layer to Extra threads are removed using a scissor to level the 
settle the threads evenly. surface of carpet. 
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Carpets are used to give elegant look to the floor. 
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by Chinese influence. The carpets are characterized by a boldness of color and motif. These carpets are marketed all 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y. and over India as well as other countries. The most famous ones are the floral and dragon design weaved carpets. 
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Multi colored glaze carpet are used to decorate room. 
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Carpets in attractive floral patterns. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y. 
and Divyadarshan C. S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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